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January 2004 Wild Turkey Distribution

Wild turkeys are an important component of Michigan’s natural resources. As such, they are managed in an attempt
to maintain social and ecological carrying capacities through the annual spring and fall hunting seasons.

Population goals are set to maintain turkey numbers within social carrying capacity. Social carrying capacity, in its
simplest form, can be defined as the number of wild turkeys that produces acceptable levels of benefits (e.g.,
harvest and viewing) and reduces problems to tolerable levels (e.g., nuisance and crop damage). Indicators of
social carrying capacity are developed from data regarding social concerns. Each year management strategies
such as spring and fall turkey quotas are established based on hunter surveys, harvest information, and social
carrying capacity. One method used to assess the status of populations is the winter turkey survey conducted in
January.

Winter counts take advantage of the tendency for wild turkeys to form stable flocks and experience restricted
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